
Endel and Universal Music Group to Create 
AI-Powered, Artist-Driven Functional Music, 
Designed to Support Listener Wellness
AI sound wellness company, Endel, and Universal Music Group 
(UMG), the world leader in music-based entertainment, announced 
a first of its kind strategic relationship to enable artists and labels 
to create soundscapes for daily activities like sleep, relaxation, 
and focus by harnessing the power of AI. 
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May 23, 2023

Under this groundbreaking agreement, the companies will use Endel’s proprietary AI technology 
to enable UMG artists to create science-backed soundscapes, designed to enhance listeners’ 
wellness, including both new music and new versions of catalog music. The partnership will always 
respect creators’ rights and put artists at the center of the creative process.  

In the coming months, UMG will announce the first wave of soundscapes under the new agreement. 
Endel had previously worked with Republic Records’ artist James Blake, whose acclaimed ambient 
“Wind Down” soundscape was released as an album in May 2022.



In making the announcement, Michael Nash, Universal Music Group’s EVP, Chief Digital Officer 
said,“At UMG, we believe in the incredible potential of ethical AI as a tool to support and enhance 
the creativity of our artists, labels and songwriters, something that Endel has harnessed with impressive 
ingenuity and scientific innovation. We are excited to work together and utilize their patented AI 
technology to create new music soundscapes – anchored in our artist-centric philosophy – that are 
designed to enhance audience wellness, powered by AI that respects artists’ rights in its development.”

“Endel has been artist- and human-focused from day one. Our goal was always to help people focus, 
relax, and sleep with the power of sound. AI is the perfect tool for this. Today, seeing our technology 
being applied to turn your favorite music into functional soundscapes is a dream come true. We’re 
extremely excited to put Endel AI to work and help UMG build new and exciting offerings to promote 
wellness and banish the perceived threat around AI,”  said Oleg Stavitsky, Endel’s CEO.

Endel’s soundscapes are designed to enhance sleep, focus, and other daily activities. Past 
collaborations include James Blake, Miguel and Grimes, among many other artists. Endel uses 
artist-provided stems to create soundscapes driven by scientific insights into how music affects our 
mind-state. When crafting static albums, artists and their teams have the final sign off on the results 
they prefer. These soundscapes provide artists and rights holders new opportunities to generate 
additional revenue for their catalogs, while expanding and enhancing their work into new areas 
and moments in fans’ lives, and aspiring to support wellness for the listener.

Functional music is designed to enrich and optimize daily routines, such as reading, running 
or sleeping. Extensive research has shown the impact of music on mental health and wellness, 
including focus, athletic performance and sleep hygiene and quality. Along with other types 
of audio, functional music represents one of the largest sub-categories of music listening worldwide, 
encompassing around 15 billion streams a month across all music platforms. While this category 
has been plagued with sub-par offerings, artists are now able to embrace functional music insights 
to further expand and reimagine their work utilizing AI technology that has been created ethically 
to enhance, rather than exploit copyrighted works to create derivative generative soundscapes.

“It’s extremely exciting to see UMG embracing artist-driven AI. Endel allows music companies like UMG 
to draw on the astounding capabilities of AI and functional music while respecting their artists’ rights,” 
reflects Stavitsky. “In that way, Endel acts more as a collaborator than a tool, giving artists control 
and freedom while satisfying a real market need for more music that can support their wellbeing.”

Last year, Endel announced its $15M Series B, led by Waverley Capital (investors in Headspace, 
Wondery, FuboTV, Roku), and True Ventures (investors in Fitbit, Peloton, Blue Bottle Coffee, 
and Ring). Co-Founder, Chairman, and General Partner of Waverley Capital, Edgar Bronfman Jr., 
and CEO and co-founder of Wave, Adam Arrigo, joined True Ventures Partner Kevin Rose on Endel’s 
board. Prior investors including the Alexa Fund, Techstars Ventures (Endel was part of the Techstars 
Music Accelerator), and Supermoon Capital also participated.

About Endel
Endel is an AI sound wellness company headquartered in Berlin. It uses patented AI technology 
to create soundscapes for sleep, focus, and relaxation, across an ecosystem of award-winning apps, 
and on digital streaming platforms. Its scientifically-validated sounds, created with top artists including 
Grimes, James Black, and Miguel, have drawn an audience of 3 million monthly listeners/users across 
its platforms. A pioneering leader in AI and functional music, Endel has partnered with leading DSPs, 
Amazon Music and Apple Music, and established labels including Republic Records, AWAL & Future 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.976883/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fncom.2021.760561/full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8838436/
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Classic. For more information on Endel visit endel.io and streaming.endel.io

About Universal Music Group
At Universal Music Group, we exist to shape culture through the power of artistry. UMG is the world 
leader in music-based entertainment, with a broad array of businesses engaged in recorded music, 
music publishing, merchandising and audiovisual content. Featuring the most comprehensive 
catalogue of recordings and songs across every musical genre, UMG identifies and develops artists 
and produces and distributes the most critically acclaimed and commercially successful music 
in the world. Committed to artistry, innovation and entrepreneurship, UMG fosters the development 
of services, platforms and business models in order to broaden artistic and commercial opportunities 
for our artists and create new experiences for fans. For more information on Universal Music Group 
visit www.universalmusic.com.  
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